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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 SINGAP 02117 1 10953Z 
ACTION HA-05 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 EA-10 10-13 ISO-OO SSO-OO INSE-00 
/041 W 

068836 110959Z/13 

OR 1 10910Z MAY 78 
FM AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 249 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG IMMEDIATE 
USMISSION GENEVA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BONN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 

CONFIDENTIAL SINGAPORE 21 17 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREF 

SUBJECT: INDOCHINESE REFUGEES ABOARD SHIP "REGENSTEIN" 

REF: SINGAPORE 2109 

1 . UNHCR REP CARPENTER PHONED DCM 2:30 PM LOCAL TIME MAY 1 1 
TO SAY THAT HE HAD JUST BEEN IN CONTACT WITH SINGAPORE 
AUTHORITIES. THEY HAD INFORMED HIM THAT GOS WAS UNABLE 
TO AUTHORIZE LANDING REFUGEES FROM SHIP "REGENSTEIN" IN 
SINGAPORE. IF CAPTAIN OF VESSEL INTENDED TO TAKE REFUGEES 
BACK TO VIETNAM AFTER LEAVING SINGAPORE WATERS, THERE WAS 
NOTHING THEY COULD DO ABOUT IT. ONLY HOPE FOR LANDING 
REFUGEES IN SINGAPORE, CARPENTER, SAID, RESTED WITH FRENCH. 

FRENCH EMBASSY HAD ASKED PARIS FOR AUTHORIZATION TO EXTEND 
GUARANTEES BUT NO REPLY HAD YET BEEN RECEIVED. 

CARPENTER INCREASINGLY CONCERNED ABOUT SITUATION 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 SINGAP 02117 1 10953Z 

AS TIME SET FOR DEPARTURE OF VESSEL DREW CLOSER. 

DCM SUGGESTED THAT CARPENTER MAKE ONE MORE CHECK 
WITH FRENCH, WHICH HE AGREED TO DO. 

2. DCM CALLED CARPENTER APPROXIMATELY ONE-HALF 
HOUR LATER. CARPENTER REPORTED FRENCH EMBASSY STILL 
HAD RECEIVED NO WORD FROM PARIS. WITH TIME 
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RUNNING OUT, DCM ACTING UNDER AMBASSADOR'S AUTHORIZA- 
TION, THEN TOLD CARPENTER U.S. WOULD PROVIDE GUARANTEES 
FOR THE 64 REFUGEES ABOARD SHIP "REGENSTEIN". 

CARPENTER EXPRESSED RELIEF AND GRATITUDE AT THIS 
INFORMATION. SHIP'S AGENT HAS BEEN INFORMED OF FORE- 
GOING AND LETTER OF GUARANTEE IS BEING DELIVERED. 

3. EMBASSY COMMENT: WE ARE DEEPLY DISAPPOINTED AT 
FAILURE OF BRITISH, GERMANS, AND FRENCH TO PROVIDE 
GUARANTEES FOR THESE REFUGEES, AS WELL AS WITH GOS FOR 
UNWILLINGNESS TO BEND ITS RULES IN THIS CASE. FAILURE 
OF OTHERS TO ACT IS SAD COMMENTARY ON "INTERNATIONA)" 

NATURE OF OUR EFFORTS ON BEHALF OF REFUGEES. AMBASSADOR HAS 
ALREADY HAD OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS OUR UNHAPPINESS TO BRITISH 
HIGH COMMISSIONER AND WE INTEND TO DO SO WITH LOCAL RE- 
PRESENTATIVES OF OTHER COUNTRIES AS WELL. 

HOLDRIDGE 
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